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Thanks to all  
our sponsors!

THE NEW ZEALAND BOOK AWARDS FOR 
CHILDREN AND YOUNG ADULTS WOULDN’T 
EXIST WITHOUT THE WONDERFUL SUPPORT 

OF CREATIVE NEW ZEALAND, LIANZA, 
HELL PIZZA, WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION, 

WELLINGTON CITY COUNCIL, TE PAPA 
AND NIELSEN BOOK. 

LOOK OUT FOR OUR BOOKS ALIVE AUTHOR EVENTS IN CENTRES 
AROUND THE COUNTRY! TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THESE AND ABOUT 

ALL THE FINALIST BOOKS, VISIT
WWW.NZBOOKAWARDS.NZ

AND FOLLOW US ON
FACEBOOK.COM/NEWZEALANDCYABOOKAWARDS

TWITTER.COM/NZCYA
#NZCYA  #READNZ  #BOOKSALIVE



The finalists  
are here!

Hey kids, the finalists for the 2019 New Zealand Book Awards  
for Children and Young Adults have been announced.  

These are the very best books published for young readers  
this year and we want you to get excited about them!

We’ve made this book of fun activities to help you discover  
more about some of the finalist books, and to learn some cool, new things 

along the way! You can do the activities by yourself or with a friend,  
and even make up your own activities for some of the other books. 

HELL Pizza is celebrating these awesome books too. If you love pizza  
and great books, just like us, then you need to collect a pizza wheel  
to start reading your way to FREE pizza. Check out HELL Reading 
Challenge page on the back cover of this booklet, or ask your local  

public or school library how you can get involved. 

Remember to check out what is happening at your local library  
over the school holidays. And have fun reading!

Thanks to the team from the National Library of  
New Zealand Services to Schools and Auckland  Libraries  
who worked together to create the activities in this book. 



PICTURE BOOK 
AWARD

PONIES, PUFFINS, DIVE  BOMBS, SEA CREATURES AND 
STOLEN RAINBOWS

INVITE THE RAINBOW TO COME AND PLAY IN
WHO STOLE THE RAINBOW? 



INVITE THE RAINBOW TO COME AND PLAY IN
WHO STOLE THE RAINBOW? 

3.
Can you see the rainbow 

 on the paper? Try 
 shining a torch through  

the glass if the  
sun is hiding.

You could try 
remembering 

all the colours of the 
rainbow like this: 

ROY g. BIV

Red

Orange

Yellow

Green

Blue

Indigo

Violet

YOU WILL 
NEED:

- A clear glass
- Water

- White paper
- Sunlight and/or 

- Torch

CREATE A ‘TOUCHY’ BOX 
INSPIRED BY

THINGS IN THE  
SEA ARE 

TOUCHING ME!
1. Place various objects with 
different textures IN A BOX, E.G. 
prickly, squishy, hard, fluffy. 
2. Cut out a small hand-sized hole 
and then seal up the box. You can 
make a flap to cover the hole.
3. Are you brave enough to place 
your hand inside the box and  
guess the objects? No peeking!

1.
Place a PIECE of white 

paper down on a 
flat surface in the 

sunlight.

2.
Place a half-full 
glass of water  
down on top of  

the paper.



JUNIOR FICTION
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 

ESTHER GLEN AWARD
DETECTIVES, DOGGOS, 

TELEGRAMS, MAPMAKERS  
AND MAGICIANS



WOULD YOU WIN
THE MAPMAKERS’ 

RACE?

OVER 100 YEARS AGO, BEFORE THE INTERNET,  
PEOPLE COMMUNICATED USING
THE TELEGRAM 

1. Draw a map of the quickest route from 
your front door to your classroom, or 
another local community place. 
2. Remember to include key landmarks.  
Will you travel on the current road or 
create your own path? 
3. Can you draw the map to scale?

Imagine your country is at war and you have 
been chosen to work at the telegraph office.

The following information has just arrived. Do your part for the 
war effort and send this message urgently by Morse code.  

Enemy aircraft. Due 2300 hours Cliff Point.  
Mobilise all personnel.



YOUNG ADULT 
FICTION AWARD

COURAGE, CLIMATE CHANGE, FANTASY, TIME TRAVEL AND 
NATURAL ATTRACTION



IN INVISIBLY BREATHING, FELIX’S DRUNKEN  
BEHAVIOUR AT A PARTY IS FILMED BY CLASSMATES. IT IS THEN 
UPLOADED TO FACEBOOK. 
 

Use this scenario to debate or discuss 
individual responsibility.

IMAGINE YOU ARE TRANSPORTED 100 YEARS INTO THE PAST FROM 
TODAY, AS RIKI WAS IN LEGACY.  

1. Discuss how life is different from modern times. Write or draw your experience.
2. Visit your local museum or www.nzhistory.govt.nz for inspiration.

IN THE RIFT CAL HAS THE UNIQUE GIFT OF BEING ABLE  
TO SENSE DEATH. CAN YOU THINK OF A GIFT YOU WOULD LIKE  
TO POSSESS? 
 

Discuss how your chosen gift could be both a blessing and a curse. 
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NON-FICTION 
ELSIE LOCKE AWARD

AWESOME ART, EPIC WOMEN, MYTHS, CREEPY CRAWLIES 
 AND HIDDEN HOMES

BUILD A WETA HOTEL 
INSPIRED BY

NEW ZEALAND’S 
BACKYARD 

BEASTS



BUILD A WETA HOTEL 
INSPIRED BY

NEW ZEALAND’S 
BACKYARD 

BEASTS

1. Decorate the outside of 
your weta hotel. 
2. Place your weta hotel 
in your backyard. Make it 
comfy with dry leaves.
3. If necessary, create a roof 
for your hotel using twigs. 
This will keep your weta 
safe and hidden from pests.

YOU WILL 
NEED:

- Dry leaves
- Twigs

- RECYCLED BOX E.G. 
OLD LETTER BOX, SHOE 

BOX OR DRAWERS

1.

2.

3.



BE A GO GIRL OR A GO BOY! DRAW A SELF-PORTRAIT AS YOU SEE 
YOURSELF. INCLUDE IN YOUR SELF-PORTRAIT ANY SPECIAL SKILLS OR INTERESTS THAT 
OTHERS MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT. 2. REFER TO PAGE 50 OF ART-TASTIC FOR DRAWING TIPS.



Imagine your 
local natural 
landmark is to be 
destroyed. Write 
a newspaper 
article telling 
people about the 
myth and why 
the landmark 
must be 
preserved. 

I

CREATE A MYTH OF A 
NATURAL LANDMARK IN 
YOUR LOCAL AREA OR 

SOURCE A REAL ONE LIKE  
KO MAUAO TE 

MAUNGA: LEGEND 
OF MAUAO



VOYAGERS, ECO-WARRIORS, BATHTIME, BUILDING, AND 
MAKING A SPLASH

ILLUSTRATION
RUSSELL CLARK AWARD



DRAW A COMIC STRIP INSPIRED BY  
HELEN AND THE GO-GO NINJAS

1. In small groups create your comic 
strip based on any of the books 
chosen as finalists in the New 
Zealand Book Awards for Children 
and Young Adults. 

2. Think about different 
ways to illustrate e.g. 
collage, photographic, 
drawing, computer graphic. 

3. As a class, COMPILE your 
comic strips together to 
create a class zine. 

PUFFIN THE ARCHITECT 
DESIGNS HOMES THAT PERFECTLY SUIT 
EACH ANIMAL. 
 

Complete these sentences 
with your own ideas of 
a perfect home and then 
draw the plan.

A lot of clever cupboards full of . . . 

A tunnel to . . .

A pulley-operated . . . 

And a hidden . . .



MATARIKI, MĀUI FISHING  
AND THE FIRST HAKA

TE REO MĀORI
WRIGHT FAMILY FOUNDATION 
TE KURA POUNAMU AWARD



CAN YOU SPOT MATARIKI IN THE NIGHT SKY OR 
HAVE THE STARS BEEN STOLEN AS THEY WERE IN  
NGĀ WHETŪ MATARIKI I WHĀNAKOTIA?
Matariki is a traditional time for harvesting and sowing crops.

Try planting your  
own seeds for Matariki. 
You could plant bean, 

tomato, kūmara, or  
even popcorn seeds. 

To plant your seeds, 
place soil and seeds 

into an old egg carton 
or make an origami 

newspaper pot. 

Don’t forget  
to water your seeds! 

MAKE YOUR OWN MAGIC FISHHOOK JUST LIKE IN 
TE HĪNGA AKE A MĀUI I TE IKA WHENUA

1. Using the template 
create your own Māui’s 
fishhook out of cardboard 
or modelling clay. 
2. Ask an adult to help you 
pierce a hole through the 
top of the fishhook. If 
using modelling clay, place 
in oven till it hardens.
3. Thread a piece of string 
through the hole and tie 
loosely around your neck. 
Ka pai!



CLASHING CULTURES, STOLEN STARS, CREATIVITY, DARTS AND AN UNLIKELY HERO 

BEST FIRST  
BOOK AWARD



COULD YOU BEAT  
BULLSEYE BELLA  
IN A GAME OF DARTS?

1. You have 143 left to win the game. Can 
you put your maths skills to the test 
to decide what your next three throws 
should be?
2. Remember, the last dart must be a 
double e.g. if you have 20 left you would 
need to hit the double-10. The bullseye 
also counts as a double. 
3. You must get the exact total to win. If 
you get more than 143 you will go bust! Imagine you’re competing in the finals of 

the National Darts Tournament. It’s nearing 
the end of the match with the score tied 3-3. 
It’s your turn to throw and you could win 

with your next three darts. 

Possible answer: 
Triple-19, Double-18, 

Bullseye (57 + 36 + 50)

There are many  
more you can find. 

Good luck!

Bullseye
Triple Ring

Dou
ble

 rin
g

USEful stuff to know  . . . 
The oche 
(rhymes with hockey) The line behind which the 
darts players stand when throwing.
Double-tops 
A double-20.
Bullseye 
The centre target: the inner bull is worth 50,  
the outer bull 25.
Leg 
One game in a darts match. matches are typically 
played over the best of 3, 5 or 7 legs; for example, 
in a best-of-7 match, you’d need to win 4 legs to 
be victorious.
Checkout 
Scoring the required amount to win a leg; the 
final dart thrown must be a double or a bullseye.




